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ABSTRACT:
Determining theory of mind skills among subjects
with antisocial personality disorder

Objective: Antisocial personality disorder and psychopathy
are overlapping psychiatric disorders that exhibit unique
constellation of interpersonal and social impairment. Although
spesific emotional impairment is not mentioned in diagnostic
criteria of DSM-IV-TR, Hare emphasized cruel and callous style
and lack of empathy about theoretical basis of psychopathy.
The nature of this deficit still remains controversial. Although
evidences that same brains regions and neuronal circuits play role
in the pathogenesis of antisocial behaviors and the development
of theory of mind skills are increasing, the number of studies are
scarce.

Method: Sixty-two male subjects aged 18 to 45, meeting DSM-
IV-TR diagnostic criteria for ASPD, and forty-seven, age and
sex matched healthy subjects were included in the study. They
were assessed by a semistructured sociodemographic form, Hare
Psychopathy Checklist-Revised, Dokuz Eyltl Theory of Mind Scale.
Participants with antisocial personality disorder were categorized
into low- and high-psychopathy groups based on a cut-off score
of 18 on the Hare Psychopathy Checklist.

Results: In this study, individuals with antisocial personality
disorder had similar performance in understanding first order
false belief and irony, but they performed lower than the control
group on second order false belief, metaphor and faus pax tasks,
which are more complex. This variation indicates social cognitive
impairment/deficiency in antisocial personality disorder.
Conclusion: Between low and high psychopathy groups, no
statistically significant difference was observed and this may be
simply due to acquired techniques practised by years of feedback
and operant conditioning for achieving personal gain by patients
with high psychopathy.
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OZET:
Antisosyal kisilik bozuklugu tanili bireylerde zihin
kurami yeteneklerinin incelenmesi

Amag: Antisosyal kisilik bozuklugu ve psikopati belirgin kisiler
arasi ve toplumsal islev kaybina yol acan ve birbirleriyle ortlisen
psikiyatrik bozukluklardir. DSM-IV-TR'de 6zgiil emosyonel bozuk-
luklardan bahsedilmese de, Hare, psikopati kuraminda acimasiz
ve duygusuz stil ile empati yoksunlugunu vurgulamaktadir. Bu
belirgin eksikligin dogasi halen tartismalidir. Antisosyal davranisin
patogenezi ile zihin teorisi yeteneklerinin gelisiminde ayni beyin
bélgeleri ve noéral devrelerin yer aldigina dair kanitlar gittikge
artmaktadir. Buna ragmen antisosyal kisilerde zihin kurami yete-
neklerini inceleyen arastirmalar kisith sayidadir.

Yontem: Calismaya, 18-45 yas arasi 62 ASKB olgusu ile 47 sag-
ikl kontrol olgusu alinmistir. Yari yapilandiriimis gorisme,
SCID-I, SCID-Il, Dokuz Eyliil Zihin Teorisi Olcegi, Hare Psikopati
Derecelendirme Ol¢egdi uygulanmistir. ASKB tanili katiimcilar
kesme noktasi 18 puan alinarak Hare psikopati 6lcegi skorlarina
gore psikopati diizeyi yliksek ve psikopati dlizeyi disik olmak
izere iki gruba ayrilmistir.

Bulgular: ASKB tanili katiimcilarin birinci derece yanlis inang ve
ironi anlama yeteneklerinde benzer performans sergiledikleri
g6zlenmistir. Daha karmasik yetenekler olan ikinci derece yanlis
inang, metafor anlama, faux pas yetenekleri ise kontrol grubundan
anlamli olarak distik ¢ikmistir. Ancak psikopati dizeyinin zihin
kurami yeteneklerine etkisi incelendiginde, ikinci derece yanlis
inang gorevi disinda zihin kurami yeteneklerinde anlamli fark orta-
ya ¢ctkmamasi dikkat cekicidir.

Sonug: Psikopati diizeyinin yiksekligi bireylerin baskalariyla bire-
bir ayni duygular paylasamamalarina neden olsa da, psikopati
duizeyleri farkli iki grup arasinda anlamli farkin ortaya ¢cikmamasi,
psikopati diizeyi ylksek bireylerin kendi ve 6tekilerin davranislari-
ni analiz ederek zihin okumayi 6greniyor olmalari ile agiklanabilir.
Anahtar sozciikler: Zihin teorisi yetenekleri, antisosyal kisilik
bozuklugu
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