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ABSTRACT:
Musical hallucination associated with progressive
deafness and treatment with hearing aid

Amusical hallucinationis defined as a type of auditory hallucination
characterised by the perception of music without an external
source. Reports in the literature state that musical hallucinations
are common in women, and are associated with ageing,
deafness, brain diseases (epilepsy, tumour, stroke, meningitis
and neurosyphilis), psychiatric diseases (schizophrenia and manic
depression), toxic states (alcohol) and drugs (antidepressants,
salicylate, quinine and aspirin). Musical hallucination is a very
heterogeneous and may be a rare phenomenon in general
hospital setting, but not so uncommon in psychiatric practice. We
intended to attract more attention about musical hallucinations,
with this report.

The case is 87 years old and women. 3 months ago, she began to
hear musical hallucinations after a loud alarm sound. consisting
of musical hallucinations, formerly known songs and listening.
Physical examination revealed a progressive hearing loss in
both ears for 10 years, have been continuosly incresing since
exposure to the triggering alarm sound. The patient does not
want to use a hearing aid, although she has had one. Due to
auditory hallucinations persistent to a 3 months treatment of
antipsychotics, she was admitted to our center. There was no
indication except degredation in cortical regions compatible
with senile dementia in our neuroimaging investigation. Sleep
EEG recordings were taken. EEG revealed no pathology. Musical
hallucinations, decreased remarkably with the use of hearing aids.
Musical hallucinations have received little attention in the practice
of psychiatry. Such cases will improve differential diagnosis and
treatments and prevent misdiagnosis.

Key words: Musical halusinations, deafness, treatment

Bulletin of Clinical Psychopharmacology 2012;22(Suppl. 1):543

OZET:
ilerleyici sagirlik ile iliskili miizikal haliisinasyonlar ve
isitme cihaziyla tedavisi

Muzikal hallisinasyonlar disardan herhangi bir kaynak olmadan
duyulan mizik sesleriyle karakterize isitsel varsanilarin bir cesidi
olarak tanimlanmistir. Literatlirde bildirilen vakalarda kadinlarda
daha sik goruldigu ve yas, sagirlik, beyin ile iliskili hastaliklar (epi-
lepsi, timor, inme, menenjit ve norosifiliz), psikiyatrik hastaliklar
(sizofreni ve bipolar afektif bozukluk), intoksikasyon durumlari
(alkol) ve ilaglar (antidepresanlar, salisilat, kinin ve aspirin) ile iligkili
bulunmustur. Miizikal haltsinasyonlar genel hastane pratiginde
¢ok ender rastlanan ve heterojen bir fenomen olmakla birlikte
psikiyatri pratiginde pek de seyrek degildir. Bu vaka bildirimi ile
mizikal halUsinasyonlarin daha fazla taninmasi amaglanmaktadir.
87 yasinda kadin hasta, 3 ay once ylksek alarm sesine maruzi-
yetten sonra mizikal haliisinasyonlar duymaya bagsladi. Mizikal
halisinasyonlar eskiden duydugu ve bildigi sarkilardan olus-
maktadir. Yapilan fizik muayenede her iki kulagininda 10 yildir
ilerleyici bir duyma kaybi olmus ve son alarm sesiyle daha da
artmis. Hastanin isitme cihazi oldugu halde kullanmak istemedigi
ogrenildi. Yaklasik 3 aydir cesitli antipsikotik tedavilere ragmen
isitsel haliisinasyonlarinin devam etmesi Ulzerine merkezimize
basvurdu. Yapilan goriintiilemelerde kortikal bolgelerde senil
demansla uyumlu yikim disinda bir bulguya rastlaniimadi. PAAC,
EKG, rutin biyokimya tetkikleri yapildi. Normal olarak degerlendi-
rildi. Hastanin ruhsal durum muayenesinde miizikal isitsel varsani-
lari disinda psikiyatrik bir bulguya rastlanmadi. Uyku EEG'si ¢ekildi.
EEG'de bir patolojiye rastlanmadi. Mizikal halGisnasyonlari isitme
cihazini kullanmasiyla buytik ol¢lide azald.

Muzikal hallisinasyonlar psikiyatri pratiginde ¢ok az ilgi gormustdr.
Bu tir vakalar ile ayirici tanilarin arttirilmasi yanlis tani ve tedavile-
rin olmasini engelleyecektir.
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